CAPTAIN COOK MEETS THE PAPUANS

ON the 3rd of September, 1770, at daybreak, we
saw the land extending from N. by E. to S.E., at
about four leagues distance, and we then kept stand-
ing in for it with a fresh gale at E.S.E. and E. by S,
till nine o'clock, when, being within three or four
miles of it, and in three fathoms of water, we brought
to. The pinnace being hoisted out, I set off from
the ship with the boat's crew, accompanied by Mr.
Banks, who also took his servant, and Dr. Solander,
being in all twelve persons well armed; we rowed
directly towards the shore, but the water was so
shallow that we could not reach it by about two
hundred yards. We waded, however, the rest of the
way, having left two of the seamen to take care of
the boat:
Hitherto we had seen no sign of inhabitants at
this place, but as soon as we got ashore we discov-
ered the prints of human feet, which could not long
1 have been impressed upon the mud, as they were
below high water mark; we therefore concluded
that the people were at no great distance, and as the
thick wood came down within a hundred yards of
the water, we thought it necessary to proceed with
caution, lest we should fall into an ambuscade, and
our retreat to the boat be cut off. We walked along
the skirts of the wood, and at the distance of about
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